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                                India and other mission fields 

                                       What is a mission field? 

             How does God want us to respond to needs around the world? 

 

Introduction 

The command “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every person” 

motivates us to find areas in the world that have not yet heard the gospel. 

One of those is remote areas of India where it’s claimed that there are over 

500 people groups as yet unreached.  

 

India is currently experiencing many people coming to Christ including many 

in Northern provinces such as Bihar which 

was previously resistant to the gospel. When 

asked why this is, it’s commonly cited that it’s 

the result of much prayer over a long period; 

so the first thing we can state is the need to 

pray. Much is happening to give thanks for, 

but there is still much to be done. One report 

says there are over 300 people groups 

reached by the gospel but a further 700 unreached. 

 

Mission starts with where we live 

It’s good to pray about going to mission fields, but where the Lord has put us 

is where He wants us to reach out now, and is also our training ground for 

future missions. If we are not fruitful where we live then we won’t be fruitful 

elsewhere either. Get linked in to neighbours as Jesus did by having meals 

with them, showing love by sharing food, time, possessions, etc. To “love our 

neighbour as ourselves” is the fulfilment of the whole law (Gal 5:14). Once we 

have borne fruit where we live, we are ready to “go into all the world”. 

 

Abide in the Lord and His Church 

While we can reach out to others the day we are born again, to “bear fruit that 

remains” we need to learn to live daily in the presence of the Lord and in the 

centre of His Church; in this way we grow mature and will be prepared to 

“bear much fruit, and fruit that remains” (John 15:16). Fruit that is borne 

outside of the church family needs to be grafted in for it to remain. 
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A slave to everyone 

“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 

win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To 

those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am 

not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not 

having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become 

all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do 

all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” 1 Cor 

9:19-23. This extraordinary statement of Paul shows the kind of heart attitude 

that will win others to the Lord. Regarding ourselves as a slave to everyone 

develops a heart that will be very fruitful in winning others who will also have 

our servant heart as a role model. 

 

Only seeking the good of others. 

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 

God. Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church 

of God— even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking 

my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 1 Cor 10:31-

33. Seeking the good of others is the key to developing a missionary heart.  

 

Mission is not individualistic 

Jesus sent out his disciples in twos, whether it was the Twelve or the 

Seventy. God has first called us to be a part of the body of Christ, and 

travelling around in twos sets a good example to those we are trying to reach. 

Whenever you have a vision, find another Christian to share it with; pray with 

them, reach out with them. 

 

Mission is done under the covering of the congregation you belong to. 

When Paul and Barnabus were sent out from Antioch it was in the context of 

the Church ministering to the Lord and fasting. He spoke to them: "Set apart 

for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." (Acts 

13:1,2). God directs us when we are in the centre of His Church.  

 

God is bringing them to us 
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In Oxford we have the privilege of having the whole world coming to us, and 

it’s the ideal opportunity to teach them about Jesus. When Jesus said “the 

harvest is great, but the workers are few” he did not ask us to frantically go 

but to “pray that the Lord of the harvest would send out workers into His 

harvest”. It is God’s harvest and God’s work. We are part of His army and will 

be given our own small job to do.  

 

How do I start? 

Keep your eyes open for students or workers from different countries. Inviting 

strangers into our home is something very much supported by the Bible.  

 

When a Chinese couple came to a Christian’s house for a meal recently, they 

said it was the first English house they had been invited into. The husband 

has now been baptised. 

 

A selection of some of the greatest needs for prayer around the world: 

 

AFGHANISTAN - Afghanistan is one of the least reached countries in the 

world. There are 48,000 mosques but not a single church building. 

AUSTRIA Towns: About 50 towns without an evangelical witness.  

AZERBAIJAN - Most of the Azerbaijani towns and villages have never been 

reached for Christ. 

BANGLADESH  

Bengali people (by far the largest unreached people in the world with a global 

total of over 230 million; the majority live in Bangladesh and India, but large 

communities live in Britain, USA, etc): 

CAMBODIA  

The majority are Buddhist. 

CHINA 

Many ethnic goups numbering over one million each. 

The nearly 60 million Communist Party members 

INDIA 

Many areas, especially the North India Ganges plains 

INDONESIA 

The Islamists, the 65+ million nominal and syncretistic Muslims. Indonesia 

contains 130 people groups larger than 10,000 people which have a Christian 
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population of under 1% 

IRAN 

Most Iranian people are unreached. 

IRAQ  

Most people are unreached apart from Assyrian and Armenian minority 

groups 

JAPAN  

Of the 672 cities, 

there are still 9 

without a church,  

SAUDI ARABIA  

No Christian 

workers are 

permitted and all 

Christian 

"propaganda" 

banned. 

 

 

 

Conclusion.  

There is a tremendous need for Christians to go into all the world and share 

the Good News, but we must start where we live, inviting neighbours into our 

homes to get to know them, sharing our time and possessions. On this 

platform of love, we will be able to share the Gospel and see much fruit. Our 

mission field is the neighbourhood  and the work place God has placed us in 

right now. God had brought many people from around the world to Oxford 

and we can send them back full of the knowledge and love of the Lord. 

However, we must also be prepared to go. 

 

The unreached peoples of the world will not be reached by accident; our 

praying, giving and going are the main way we can further the Gospel 

amongst people who desperately need setting free.  

 

Songs: Great is the darkness; These are the days of Elijah 

 


